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The principle of tradition therefore, is next
asserted, according- to which it is supposed that
God himself first imparted truth to the world, pure
and unmixed, from heaven. In the paradisaical
state, and during* the whole period from the first
man down to the Christian era, it is said by these
philosophers, there was a channel of divine com-
munication almost perpetually open between the
mind of man and the mind of God. Here, accord-
ingly, it is thought, we lay hold upon a Jciwd of
truth which is not subject to the infirmity of the
human reason, and which, coming down to us by
verbal or documental tradition from the mind of
Deity itself, affords us at once a solid basis for all
truth, and a final appeal against all error,

A fourth party, however, now appears, who
seeks to adjust the claims of the other three, and
merge them into another and more fundamental
principle. Tradition, he admits, may be of great
utility, but to erect tradition upon the ruins of hu-
man reason is a suicidal process. If tradition comes
to us with the claim of veracity or infallibility, what
is to decide upon the validity of these claims?
What is to separate traditional truth from the mass
of traditional error ? What is to interpret the very
ideas which the verbal utterances of the Divine
Wisdom imply? The only answer to this is, that
reason is the judge, reason the interpreter. Deny
the validity of reason, therefore, and you cut off
the only means you possess, or ever can possess,
either of verifying a traditionary revelation, or com-